APPENDIX I

neither understanding nor caring for any of its interest,
but merely to enable them to wrangle the more dexter-
ously about their own.

This is not the way for Great Britain and America really
to settle their disputes; intelligent persons of the two
countries might devise mutual securities and concessions
which perhaps neither country would offer in the presence
of a third party. It is a sort of family quarrel, where
foreign interferences can only do harm and irritate at any
time, but more especially in the present state of Europe,
when attempts would be made to make a tool of America
in a manner which I am sure neither you nor your
colleagues would sanction.

These, I have good reason to know, are pretty nearly the
sentiments of Government here on the question of place
of negotiation and foreign mediation, and before this
reaches you you will have been informed that this media-
tion has been refused, with expressions of our desire to
treat separately and directly here, or, if more agreeable
to you, at Gottenburg.

I believe you may rely upon it that from this resolution
we shall not here depart, not only from the sense of the
objections I have already stated to a mediating negotia-
tion, but that your persevering in such a course will be
considered here as the touchstone of your sincerity. Al-
though I trust our Government does not participate in
the prevailing opinion here that a secret political con-
nexion exists with France, yet your persevering in bringing
this insulated question before the Powers of the Continent
would favour those suspicions, and induce Ministers
to believe that your only object was to assist France in
the sort of mystification and confusion in which it often
suits her purpose to envolve her diplomatic negotiations.

I trust that these considerations, duly weighed, will
satisfy you that no inference is to be drawn from our
refusal of the Russian mediation unfavourable to our dis-
position for peace, and that if we wish to remove the seat ofamong Powersdisposed to peace with ust of the North-Kant Boundary cannot
